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  "Two things fill the mind 

with ever new and 

increasing wonder and 

awe ñ the starry heavens 

above me and the moral 

law within me." 

 

- Immanuel Kant 
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In this International Year of Astronomy (IYA) 

2009 you may be asked this when you are out and 

about at your events or speaking to a city or town 

council.  The general public may not be as familiar 

with the hands-on benefits of astronomy as some 
of our members.  To help you answer this 

question when it comes up this year, here are a 

few areas where astronomy has made a 

difference in our day to day lives. 

 

Astronomy raises awareness of science in 

general. After all, you just have to look up to see 

the laboratory. 

 

Large mirrors and telescopes have been designed 

to look into the depths of space. These same 

instruments are used in satellites to show us 

weather patterns or used in military applications. 

 

Adaptive optics design used in astronomical 

telescopes is modified for ophthalmic 
instruments, which provide low-cost diagnosis of 

eye diseases. 

  

Sensors and detectors have been developed and 

improved because of the science of Astronomy. 

These include x-rays used in healthcare, luggage 

scanners, energy research and biomedical 

research. 

 
Radio astronomers have led the way in advances 

to increase bandwidth for television, satellite, and 

radio communications. 

 

High frequency radio systems are used to detect 

weapons, see through bad weather for aircraft, 

and to image human tissue. 

 

Astrophysics has been the major impetus behind 

super computer construction for over 50 years. 

 

Astronomical studies provide information on 

climate change, weather patterns, and solar 

observations affecting our planet. 

 

These are just a few examples, and by no means a 
comprehensive list, but these devices provide an 

overview of how much the science of astronomy 

has improved our society. 

Who says IDA doesnõt have a sense of humor?  Certainly not 
us.  On the Sections page of the web site is a witty, clever 

power point presentation developed by our Washington, DC 
office liaison, Milt Roney.  Milt found a humorous way to 

break the ice when it came to fundraising.  These photos 
should give you an idea of what the òcloud sweeperó 

program involves. 

Clean Sweep Program 
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New Section in Ohio 

We have a new 
Section in the 

Geauga Park 
District in Chardon, 

OH, USA.  The 
Section leader is 

Ian Cooper and he 
has been involved 

with the dark sky 
movement for many 

years.  Our main contact has been Kathleen 
Hanes.  She is working with Kim Patten to 

achieve Dark Sky Park status for Geauga 

Park District as well. They currently have a 
provisional designation as a silver tier park. 

 
The District was established in August of 

1961 and now has 15 open parks that offer 
hiking, fishing, boating, and bird 

watching.  These reservations are usually 
large undeveloped tracts of land devoted to 

conserving and preserving the forests, 
grasslands, marshes, geological features, 

rivers, lakes and ponds of the county; all 

are populated with abundant wildlife. Prime 

consideration is given to protecting natural 
aesthetic values and scenic landscapes. 

Programs offered by Geauga Park District 
are designed to increase the public's 

knowledge of the natural and cultural 
heritage of the county. 

 
According to Kathleen, since receiving their 

provisional status, the Districtõs park 
director went to speak to the Geauga 

County Commissionersõ board meeting on 
12/2/08 about lighting regulations and the 

board was very receptive.  Kathleen has 

been in contact with IDA Board Member, 
Terry McGowan, and he has agreed to help 

with the lighting issues in the parks. Their 
first Sections meeting was scheduled 

before they were approved.  Now thatõs 
organization!  See more on the Geauga Park 

District at their web site at http://
www.geaugaparkdistrict.org/.  

 
 

 

Below is a wonderful article just published 
about the Parkõs work and itõs work with 

IDA.  Please send Kathy and Ian a hello and 
welcome.  I know they would love to hear it. 

http://www.columbusdispatch.com/live/
content/science/stories/2009/01/20/

sci_nightsky_geauga.ART_ART_01-20-

09_B4_FSCHQ09.html?sid=101 

New Safety Brochure 

Below is the newest addition to our education/marketing materials: the safety brochure.  The relationship between dark skies and safety 
for the public seems to be getting a lot of media attention lately.  Cities and towns are turning off lights to save money, but citizens are 

worried that crime will increase.  This brochure is designed to help answer some of the questions that may come up in hearings or at 
events.  You can download it from the Web site on the education/kids tab. 

Geauga Park District 
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