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description of the programs.   

IDA is already working on the switch-out program.  
We are encouraging homeowners to switch their 

exterior lights to fixtures with the IDA seal of 
approval.  In addition, we will be involved with 

circulating the traveling exhibits.  However, there 

are still a lot of programs that need that special IDA 
touch.  Would anyone like to do a 6 minute video? 

This would be a great project for students to 
receive extra credit.  Perhaps you know of a dark 

sky discovery site that would make a great tourist 

destination.  Maybe a planetarium in your area 
needs a boost of attendance, and IYA 2009 would 

be a perfect way to create awareness. 

Contact Johanna or Connie Walker directly at 

cwalker@noao.edu. These programs are not just for 
the US.  We have been asked  specifically to engage 

all of our Sections in order to get a global 

perspective. 

IDA has already contributed an article for the next 

IYA newsletter, letõs give õem more! 

Earlier this month I had the pleasure of speaking with  

Connie Walker of NOAO here in Tucson.  She is the 

Chairwoman for the Dark Skies Awareness programs 
planned for the International Year of Astronomy (IYA) 

2009 U.S. node.  The Dark Skies Awareness programs 
are one part of many initiatives for the total global 

package that IYA is planning for next year.   

One of the major themes this year is òDark Skies are 

a Universal Resource,ó 
which is right in line with 

the IDA mission. There 

are 10 Dark Skies 
Awareness programs: a 

6 minute video, 

astronomy nights in 
national parks, dark skies 

discovery sites, Globe at 
Night, latest news, Earth 

Hour, new media, 

planetarium programs, 
the Great Switch-Out, 

and traveling exhibits. Go 
to http://

astronomy2009.us/darkskies/ for a list and 

San Diego Section Presents Lighting Awards 
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òI have to go talk to 

my minister 

neighbor about the 

million-watt quartz 

halogens pointed 

skyward in front of 

his church. I will tell 

him that God 

complained that He 

canõt sleep.ó 

John R, ME           

IDA supporter 
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Congratulations to IDA San Diego for a 

successful awards ceremony in May of this 

year.  The ñGood Lightingò awards were 

presented to La Posta Indian Casino, Albert-

sons Shopping Center, and Los Coches 

Creek Middle School.  Paul Etzel, Director, 

Mount Laguna Observatory, has sent along 

some pictures to illustrate the great work 

that is being done in San Diego. 

 

 

Illuminated Covered Entryway La Illuminated Covered Entryway La 
Posta CasinoPosta Casino  

Typical Night -Time View at 
Los Coches Creek Middle School 

Full Cut-Off HPS Street Light  

At Albertsons 
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Senate, Washington D.C.- òA Briefing on Light Pollutionó 

 

 

 

 

  

BRIGHT  

IDEAS!

  

òThese kids, 

hundreds of 

them, realize they 

just wrote their 

very first message 

to their 

Senatorsé you 

can see it in their 

eyes.ó  

Audrey Fischer, 

IDA Member 

7/4/08 @  

Taste of Chicago 

Chicago, IL 

 

Last month we reported on 
the briefing to the U.S. 
House of Representatives.  
It was so well received that 
we continued our outreach 
to the Senate, Friday July, 
25th.  These briefings are 
being held to educate the 
U.S. Congress on the ill-
effects of light pollution and 
the solutions to those 
effects. We hope that the 
end result will be to have 
the EPA recognize 
excessive light as a 
pollutant. 
 
When you are discussing 
light pollution at meetings 
and conferences please 
stress that IDAôs strategy is 
to reduce the negative 
effects at minimal cost,  
even cost savings by using 
sensible outdoor lighting. 
We want to thank those of 

you who wrote your 
Representatives, because 
your input made a 
difference. 
 
The Senate briefing opened 
with Mr. Kelly Beatty, IDA 
Board member and 
contributing editor of Sky & 
Telescope magazine. Dr. 
Mario Motta of the MA 
Medical Society and Dr. 
Richard Stevens of the 
University of Connecticut 
discussed the human health 
issues. Mr. Christian 
Monrad, IDA Board 
President, discussed how 
light pollution wastes 
energy.  Dr. Marianne 
Moore of Wellesley College 
an contributing author of 
ñEcological Consequences 
of Artificial Night Lighting,ò 
discussed the 

environmental impact of 
light pollution. 
 
This is a dynamic time for 
IDA and we are so lucky to 
have our Sections be a part 
of this.  A big thanks to 
those who contacted your 
Senators and/or 
Representatives already.   
A special thank you to 
Milton Roney, IDA member 
in the Washington D.C. 
area.  Milt was instrumental 
in making both of these 
briefings such a success.  
His previous work in D.C. 
helped IDA over a lot of 
hurdles. Good work Milt! 
 
Thanks to Kim Patten, 
Public Relations IDA, and 
Erin Craine, IDA Staff for 
their time and good humor 
to organize this event. 
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A special insert was included in the packets for the Senate aides. 
It included some photographs of drawings kids made specifically 
to be taken to the Senate briefing.  One of those photographs is 
displayed above and on the back page.  Several hundred children 
wrote messages to Congress about the need to see the stars.  We 
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July 4th.  IDA Chicago Section staffed a booth with information 
about dark skies and had the children draw their own pictures 
about what it means.  This is a great way to engage a new genera-
tion about the need to keep the skies natural.  Any Section can do 
this activity and send on the artwork to Congress.  IDA will be 
happy to give you the names and addresses of your U.S. Congress-
person.  Thank you to Audrey Fischer for organizing this activity. 

Section Program Idea from Chicago 

There is a terrific article on the 

IDA Web site from the Seattle 

Metropolitan Magazine.  Our 

own Dave Ingram from the 

Seattle Section is quoted in the 

article as well.  It covers many of 

the issues of light pollution and 

would be a good reference tool 

for your files. 

 

An article out of Fairfax VA 

reports on a growing community 

that is working with citizens to 

plan the placement of new 

streetlights.  Go to http://

www.fairfaxtimes.com/

news/2008/jun/25/outdoor-

lighting-task-force-seeks-

opinions/  for the complete 

article, or there is a link on the 

IDA Web site, home page. 

 

Even in our own back yard we 

keep improving.  A Tucson, AZ 

sports park with horrible lighting, 

is closing for several months in 

order to change the lighting to be 

dark sky compliant.  Why it 

wasnôt required to be compliant 

before is a good question. Go to 

http://www.azstarnet.com/

metro/248843 for the complete 

story.   

 

This story is out of Minneapolis 

about the threat to a regional 

observatory.  Thereôs also a good 

section at the end concerning 

lighting and safety. 

http://www.minnpost.com/

stories/2008/07/18/2605/

dark_stars_light_pollution_fills_

metro_sky 

 

 

 


