August, 2008 Volume 1 Issue

NiteNet

International Year of Astronomy 2009

Earlier this month | had the pleasure of spRadrigtisithof the programs.

Connie Walker of NOAO here in Tucson. She is the ) .
Chairwoman for the Dark Skies Awarenes@PrSfifRAY working on-the progiam.
planned for the International Year of Astr (RPpUraging homeowners to switc
2009 U.S. node. The Dark Skies Awaren@é?ﬂ%g%mto fixtures with the IDA seal
are one part of many initiatives for the tot2Pigh&- In addition, we will be involved

package that IYA is planning for next yea

eir ulating the traveling exhibits. Howeve
are still a lot of programs that need that sj
One of the major t hoacmeWouldanyore likg o dora 6 misut
a Uni ver s dhis wRuddbeaugreat projett for students

THE UNIVERSE N RNt s aa toei -
YOURSEREEC OV T which is right in line witbeive extra credit. Perhaps you know o

the IDA mission. Thes&y discovery site that would make a gree
E'N ' i are 10 Dark Skies destination. Maybe a planetarium in your
3 X Awareness programsieeds a boost of attendance, and IYA 20(
t' ' W 6 minute video, be a perfect way to create awareness.
‘ T: astronomy nights in

y

national parks, dark act Johanna or Connie Walker direct

discovery sites, Glob Walker@noao.edu. These programs are
SRRV |\ ¢ |2(cst news, E USVe have been asked specifically t

X100 Y\A Hour, new media all of our Sections in order to get a global
planetarium programBErspective.

the Great SWBOh DA has already contributed an article for

USA NATIONAL NODE to http://

astronomy2009.us/darkskies/ for a list and

San Diego Section Presents Lighting Awards

Congratulations to IDA San Diego for a
successful awards ceremony in May of this
year . The AGood Lig
B presented to La Posta Indian Casino, Albert
B sons Shopping Center, and Los Coches
i Creek Middle School. Paul Etzel, Director,

Mount Laguna Observatory, has sent along
some pictures to illustrate the great work
that is being done in San Diego.

Typical Night-Time View at
Los Coches Creek Middle Schoo

Full CutOff HPS Street Light
At Albertsons

and traveling exhibit§. §0p hews | et t er | e t==4
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ol have
my minister
neighbor about thg
milliofwatt quartz

halogens pointed
skyward in front o
his church. I will te
him that God
complained that
canot s
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Senate, Washington®A. Br i ef i ng on L‘| g h

Last month we reported on  you who wrote your environmental impact of
the briefing to the U.S. Representatives, because light pollution.

House of Representatives.  your input made a

It was so well received that  difference. This is a dynamic time for
we continued our outreach IDA and we are so lucky to

to the Senate, Friday July,  The Senate briefing opened have our Sections be a part
25th. These briefings are  with Mr. Kelly Beatty, IDA of this. A big thanks to

being held to educate the Board member and those who contacted your
U.S. Congress on the ill- contributing editor of Sky & Senators and/or
effects of light pollution and Telescope magazine. Dr. Representatives already.
the solutions to those Mario Motta of the MA A special thank you to
effects. We hope that the Medical Society and Dr. Milton Roney, IDA member
end result will be to have Richard Stevens of the in the Washington D.C.
the EPA recognize University of Connecticut area. Milt was instrumental
excessive light as a discussed the human health in making both of these
; pollutant. issues. Mr. Christian briefings such a success.
. ZDOW WKH VvWDUV Monrad, IDA Board His previous work in D.C.
WR VKLOH RQ PH Myhen you are discussing  President, discussed how  helped IDA over a lot of
light pollution at meetings light pollution wastes hurdles. Good work Milt!
and conferences please energy. Dr. Marianne
dThese kfldsstress that | Maodeof\elesley Calegy Thasks to Kim Patten,
hundreds of to reduce thg .negative an contributing guthor of qulic Rglations IDA, and
them. realize the effects at minimal cost, AEcol ogi cal C &nn<Lrige) 1A Stadf for
. . even costsavingsbyusing of Arti fi ci al thbiitigidand godd gumori ng, o
Just wrote their sensible outdoor lighting. discussed the to organize this event.
}[’;%é'irft message We want to thank those of

Senator s
can see it in their
eyes. O
Audrey Fischer

Y 8éttion Program Idea from Chicago

A special insert was included in the paualyetsifor Bhe Seicagpditesion staffed a boc

IDA Member It included some photographs of draveingstiddsknséckes spetiiigdltne children draw
7/4/08 @ to be taken to the Senate briefing. Oaleifttivbse iphotagsaplbisis a great way to
Taste of Chicago displayed above and on the back pagmn Sbeetaheuneleed chitdnethe skies natura
Chicago, IL wrote messages to Congress about tttesnaetd/ity seel thenstams thé/artwork to Conc

GLG GHOLYHU WKH F K hapg tbHji@e ybuGHe DafrieQahdl addRessek
EULHILQJ 7KH HYHQWersbrv ThaokWou kb ARuitréyKisehBrJaR pr

Vel 20 2 2 . MThere is a terrific article on the news/2008/jun/25/outdoer story.

4 & IDA Web site from theSeattle  lighting-taskforce-seeks
4 ' ¢ Metropolitan Magazine Our op[nions/ for th_e complete This story is out oMinneggoIis
own Dave Ingram from the article, or there is a link on the about the threat to a regional
& ¥ Seattle Section is quoted in the IDA Web site, home page. observatory. Ther
4 article as well. It covers many of section at the end concerning
the issues of light pollution and Even in our own back yard we lighting and safety.
& ‘s would be a good reference tool keep improving. ATucson, AZ http://www.minnpost.com/
4 & for your files. sports park with horrible lighting,stories/2008/07/18/2605/
4 ¢ is closing for several months in dark_stars_light_pollution_fills_
An article out ofFairfax VA order to change the lighting to benetro_sky
& BRIGH f reports on a growing communitydark sky compliant. Why it
4 that is working with citizensto wasndét required to be compli ant
A IDEAS |? plan the placement of new before is a good question. Go to
streetlights. Go to http:// http://www.azstarnet.com/

NS V,wwww.fairfaxtimes.com/ metro/248843 for the complete




