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IDA has now developed a corporate sponsorship 

program.  Here is a general summary of the 

sponsorship levels:  Bronze Level Corporate 

member is $5,000 US annually, Silver Level is 

$10,000 US annually, Gold Level is $15,000 
annually, and Platinum Level is $25,000 US 

annually.  All levels of membership include 
certain perks and the details depend on the level 

of membership the organization chooses. These 

benefits include free advertising in Nightscape, 
VIP sponsorship at the IDA Annual General 

Meeting, free annual individual memberships, 

prominent visibility on the IDA web site, and 

discounts at the IDA store. 
 

There are a few goals for the implementation of 

this program.  The first is clearly to use it as a 

fundraising tool for the entire organization.  We 

hope this method will allow us to diversify our 

funding sources throughout the world. 

It will also give the Sections more involvement 

into the operation of the organization.  Yes, you 
as Section leaders and members may solicit 

companies and individuals to this program.  As 

further incentive, Sections would receive a 

percentage of that money for your work in your 

region.  IDA would act as the bank and the 

Sections percentage would go into a pool for use 

on IDA work.  Please vote on what percentage of 

sponsorship money should go to a òSections 
Pool.ó A pool seems fair based on the idea that 

we would all like to help out smaller Sections and 
watch them grow.  Details will be determined 

when we actually have some money to distribute.  

Give me a percentage via my email address. 

 

The last goal of this program is outreach.  

Getting the IDA name out there and what we are 

doing.  The Nat. Geo. article is wonderful and I 
believe we can all agree that we need to keep 

that momentum going. 

 

We hope we have developed a program that you 

feel comfortable presenting.  Clearly, if you are 

negotiating with an organization and you need to 

be creative in your approach we are open to 

small changes.  Those will be discussed on a case 
by case basis.  The individual membership levels 

are on the Sectionõs home page on the Web.   

Request for Written Translations 

IDA has been busy updating our information sheets 
and practical guides.  The completed Introduction to 

Light PollutionñWhatõs the Problem?ó is online and 
ready for download.  However, it is only in English so 

far.  Since we are International Dark-Sky Association 
we would love to have our practical guides translated 

into any of the languages where we currently have 
Sections. 

With that in mind, we are looking for translators to 
help us out.  This work can be done at home via the 

web site and email.  Great opportunity for a student
(s) to earn university credit and/or publishing 

credentials.  This creates a good avenue for you to 
get other volunteers involved with the work in your 

area.  Please have them contact me or Rowena via 
our email addresses.  Thanks! 

We want to help you add more  

muscle to your message! 
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For your human health files, hereõs an 
article about reducing stress by 

watching the stars -http://
www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2008/nov/16/

scotland-scotland 
 

This link will take you to an article about 
a proposed ordinance in Western North 

Carolina, USA -http://
www.smokymountainnews.com/

issues/11_08/11_12_08/
fr_jackson_light.html   

 

Follow this link to see the good work 
being done in Gulf Shores, Alabama, USA.  

http://www.baldwincountynow.com/
articles/2008/11/20/local_news/

doc49231b6d80426861413466.txt 
 

 
 

Click on http://www.cleveland.com/
nation/index.ssf/2008/11/

bigcity_light_pollution_may_go.html This 
article is a great reference piece with 

quotes from our own Pete Strasser. 
 

The top ten places to gaze at the stars 
and some of them are Section locations - 

http://www.canada.com/theprovince/
news/travel/story.html?id=194bdd01-

ead0-4ee8-9203-6d6dfcbd36a0 
 

We have been following the lighting 

ordinance activity around Camp Bullis, 
Texas, USA.  Here is the latest wrinkle in 

the story.  The US Army was a good ally 
in this area. http://

www.mysanantonio.com/military/
Dark_skies_rules_halted_after_Army_cit

es_lack_of_input.html?
c=y&viewAllComments=y 

 
This story out of Thailand about the 

disappearing fireflies is a great one for 
your records. 

http://www.boston.com/news/world/
asia/articles/2008/11/21/

humans_and_light_pollution_blamed_as_
fireflies_disappear/  

 
Lastly, from our e-News blast an article 

about the relationship between crime 
and lighting, itõs not what you thinkñ

http://www.dunmow-broadcast.co.uk/

content/dunmow/news/story.aspx?
brand=SAFOnline&category=NewsDunmo

w&tBrand=HertsCambsOnline&tCategory
=newslatestDUN&itemid=WEED19%

20Nov%202008%2012%3A43%3A31%
3A517 

New Poland Affiliate 

IDA is proud to announce the addition of an 

affiliate in Poland.  Specifically, the name of 
the group is Polaris and they have been 

having some exciting success in their 
country in the fight against light pollution.  

They are sponsored by our own Friedel Pas, 

IDA European Liaison, Belgium. 

 

By an overwhelming majority the Board has 

voted yes to adding Polaris to the IDA team.  

Congratulations Polaris! 

 

Some of the work they have been doing is 

terrific.   Polaris is an astronomy 

organization from southern Poland.  It 

originated in 2004, participated in Globe at 

Night in 2005, and that led to a public 

outreach campaign.  The majority of lighting 

in Poland is described as old-fashioned, 

energy consuming and bright.  Polaris is 

hoping to raise awareness during IYA 2009 

about the effects of this lighting while still 

providing a safe environment. Please read 

thus article at  http://
www.polskieradio.pl/zagranica/
news/
artykul90097_Zywiec_on_the_
dark_side.html  

 

To show that it is possible, Polaris decided 
to show the astronomical society some 

results. Members of Polaris started 

checking the illumination in Sopotnia and 
around the neighborhoods. They developed 

awareness campaigns for local 

people.  They were at almost every local 

event showing that astronomy and the night 

sky is important. Because of this work, 

Polaris was able to work with a European 

Union (EU) Project Leader and develop an 

agreement between some municipalities in 

Beskid Zywiecki to change all the street 

lamps to a better type. Polaris started 

searching for the best examples of dark sky 

friendly fixtures. Due to this, a 

representative of Polaris went to 7th 

Symposium for the Protection of the Night 

Sky in Bled. 

 

Contact persons, Piotr Nawalkowski is the 

president, Julia Romanowska do the 

international and English contacts. 

Sopotnia Wielka 174,  
34-340 JeleŜnia 

Poland.   

Contact e-mail address is polaris@op.pl. 

 

Please contact our new affiliate and say 

hello and let them know youõre there to help.   

BRIGHT 

IDEAS! 

http://www.polskieradio.pl/zagranica/news/artykul90097_Zywiec_on_the_dark_side___.html
http://www.polskieradio.pl/zagranica/news/artykul90097_Zywiec_on_the_dark_side___.html
http://www.polskieradio.pl/zagranica/news/artykul90097_Zywiec_on_the_dark_side___.html
http://www.polskieradio.pl/zagranica/news/artykul90097_Zywiec_on_the_dark_side___.html
http://www.polskieradio.pl/zagranica/news/artykul90097_Zywiec_on_the_dark_side___.html
mailto:polaris@op.pl
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Sections Event Calendar 
Please send events, presentations, awards, dates of council hearings, or trade shows to Nite-Net  

December 2008 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 World AIDS 

Awareness Day 

2 3 Intõl Day of Disabled 

Persons 

4 5 International 

Volunteer Day 

6 

7 8 9 10 UN Human Rights 

Day 

11 12 13 

14 15 thru 19th Amer. 

Geo. Union  

16 in San Francisco, 

USA 

17 18 19 20 

21 Hanukkah begins 

sundown 

22 Winter Solstice 23 24 25 Christmas 26 Kwanzaa Begins 27 

28 29 30 31 New Yearõs Eve    

Flower is Narcissus  

January 2009 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 thru 8th AAS 213th 

Meeting, CA USA 

5 National Bird Day 6 7 8 9 Static Electricity Day 10 

11 12 13 International 

Skeptics Day 

14 15 ð16 IYA 2009 Official 

Opening Ceremonies 

16 in Paris, France 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Eye Care Month, Braille Literacy Month 
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IDA Web Site Reminders  

New Energy Brochure 

Several times a week I receive a question. òWhere do I find this,ó and òDo 
you have information about that?ó  These are good questions.  Many 

times I refer to our wonderful IDA Web site.  I know some people can 
become confused by our site because it holds so much information, and 

we are genuinely happy to help navigate and make changes. Since we are 
an international organization it is imperative that we use the Web to the 

fullest.  Here are a couple of things you should know: 
 

News Media Tab: The New Multi-Media page is worth checking out. I 

mentioned this in last monthõs Nite-Net, but it bears repeating.  There 
are podcasts in there and some animated marketing materials.  Feel 

free to submit other materials as you come across them.  Some of you 
already have and we thank you for that. 

 

Education Tab: Alas, Teresa Hudson has left our organization, but not 
without leaving her mark.  There are several power point presentations 

under the education tab that are free of charge to use at your 
discretion.  Kim Patten and I just used the òJourney through the Solar 

Systemó power point and we played the Shakedown power point game.  
We were at a 5th grade science/math magnet school and the kids went 

crazy for this stuff, and we had a blast. 
 

Members Only Tab:  We just added a new presentation that was 

donated to us, òLight Pollution and Boating Safety,ó courtesy of Johnny 
Noles.  This may seem like a narrow target audience, but consider how 

many people live near a lake, river or ocean and the message becomes 
more important. 

 
The IDA Web site is updated daily.  It is a fluid, dynamic tool for our 

organization.  We hope it is of use to you, we welcome your feedback and 
will try our best to make changes in a timely manner. 

 

As we promised last month, new educational/marketing materials 

are being developed all the time.  Here is the newest addition, titled 

Light Pollution and Energy.  This brochure talks about good lighting 

vs. bad lighting, defines waste, talks about how shielded lighting 
reduces our carbon footprint and what cities are doing to decrease 

waste and cost with their roadway lighting.  This brochure is ready 

for download from the IDA web site under the Education Tab, then 

click on Teaching Materials.  As the wildlife brochure, this can be 

printed on regular copy paper and you may make as many copies as 
you need for your events.   


