
The Sections Coordinatorõs First Nite Out 

The Section provided lots of pictures showing good 

lighting, the effects on wildlife, and energy savings.  
Joe Frannea, Sections leader has a great side by side 

photograph showing an unshielded 60 watt bulb on a 
back porch, and a shielded 20 watt bulb on the same 

porch.  The shielded photo shows how the light shines 

down and illuminates the steps better, the ground in 
front of the steps, and there is no glare to blind you 

as you walk up.  Plus, itõs a lower watt bulb, so you 
save money.  And hereõs the good part, the shield 

around the light is a fruit can, seriously.  What a 
great example of a win-win-win situation.  

Lower utility bills, better lighting, and you donõt 

have to spend a fortune to make it so. 

Thanks SA-IDA for asking me to help out, and I 
hope I can do the same for other Sections in the 

years to come.  

 

I had the pleasure of assisting the 

Southern Arizonaõs IDA Section in 
July at the Arizona Sonora Desert 

Museum in Tucson, AZ, USA.  What a 

fun night! 

A commitment had been made to 
have a table at one of the 

astronomy nights at the Museum.  It seems that 
many of the IDA members were on vacation and 

they needed some help.  Hey, who knew our 
volunteers actually took time off?  So Dave Bilgray 

and I set up a table and went to work.  Let me say 
that Dave is fearless.  He would not let anyone go 

by without talking to them about saving money.  Itõs 

a great opening line, and I encourage its use, now 
that Iõve seen it in the field. It opens up the 

discussion immediately and it allows you to 

transition into other areas of the dark-sky issues.   

 

Sp 

òYou do not want to 

see the light, only 

the results from it.ó 

Ted Brown, 

California, USA 
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Several emails have been exchanged concerning standards for lights 

in parking lots.  Perhaps this is an issue effecting other Sections, and 
this information may be helpful to you. 

Howard Wiig, IDA Hawaii, suggests promoting sensors to control 

outdoor security lighting.  Sensors are very high-tech and quite 
inexpensive these days.  They pay for themselves via reduced 

electricity use. From Leo Smith , IDA Northeast, shopping center 
parking lots are often based on the size of the overflow traffic 

expected during the Christmas shopping season.  At other times 
during the year, the parking lot might remain half to two thirds empty 

at night.  Lights controlled by  motion sensors make sense, both from 

a light pollution as well as an energy conservation perspective (see 
page 4 for CT article).   

In CT, USA there is legislation under consideration for parking lot 

lights to be instant-on lamps, meaning fluorescents, LEDõs, or 

electrodeless lamps.  Suggestions for the draft of the bill include a 

minimum run-time of 15 minutes to prevent constant on/off switching 
during peak hours.  For existing parking lots, itõs suggested to have 

switching for peripheral fixtures so that they are off during non-peak 

times.  

Some wording for the CT bill is, òfor the purpose of energy 

conservation, any parking lot lighting system with 12 or more 
luminaires, constructed or renovated after the effective date of this 

Act, shall use lamps with instant on and off capabilities and controlled 
by motion sensor activation.ó 

Jack Sales, IDA California, provided information about research 

projects from the California Lighting Technology Center. To see a 
listing of these research projects go to, 

 http://cltc.ucdavis.edu/content/view/114/134/. Thank you Jack, 

Howard and Leo for this valuable information. 

Parking Lot Lighting  
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BRIGHT  

IDEAS!

  

There are some new tools in 
the Sections tool box for all 
of you to use.  The Southern 
Arizona IDA Section has 
produced a new power point 
presentation titled, 
ñWreaking Havoc, Outdoor 
Light at Night.ò  Joe 
Frannea, SA-IDA Sections 
Leader has made this slide 
show available via their 
Web site at http://www.sa-
ida.org/.  It has presenter 
notes for each slide and 
Joeôs narrated voice for 
each slide which can be 
turned off. It may be used 
and readily copied for 

educational purposes if it is 
not altered. It consists of 25 
slides, about 12 minutes 
long.  Most of the written 
material is taken from the 
book, ñEcological 
Consequences of Artificial 
Night Lighting.ò 
You are all encouraged to 
watch it and you are 
welcome to contact Joe with 
any suggestions.  Nice work 
Southern Arizona.  Thanks 
for sharing your talent. 
 
Connie Walker of NOAO 
has another power point 
presentation located under 

the members only tab of the 
IDA Web site. It consists of 
44 slides and it is currently 
in a pdf file.  This is an 
excellent reference material 
with great photos and 
information about all 
aspects of light pollution. 
 
If you click on Connieôs 
name you will be taken to 
her email address where 
you can submit comments 
or requests to her. 
 
Thank you Joe and Connie 
for your support and hard 
work. 

From Italy: Confused sea 

turtles march into 

restaurant. This would be a 
good reference article for 

any wildlife materials you 

are putting together. 

http://news.yahoo.com/s/

nm/20080818/od_uk_nm/

oukoe_uk_italy_turtles  
 

Following is a great article 

on how a former union 

negotiator is working to 

keep the skies natural. It 
includes some good ideas 

about working with city 

councils:  

http://

www.peninsuladailynews.c

om/article/20080823/
NEWS/808230303  

 

From Juno Beach Florida, 

USA This article highlights 

the benefits to turtles of 

using red filters on outdoor 
lighting.  

http://

www.palmbeachpost.com/

localnews/content/north/

epaper/2008/07/13/
c1b_turtlelights_0714.html  

 

 

This article looks at a town 

in Vermont, USA that was 

removing streetlights for 
energy purposes and 

discovered other benefits as 

well. There are 3 reports 

referenced in the article, 

including one by our own 

Martin Morgan -Taylor.  
http://

www.manchesterjournal.co

m/ci_10264458?

source=most_viewed  

 
 

 

 

Power Point 

Presentations 

http://www.palmbeachpost.com/localnews/content/north/epaper/2008/07/13/c1b_turtlelights_0714.html
http://www.palmbeachpost.com/localnews/content/north/epaper/2008/07/13/c1b_turtlelights_0714.html
http://www.palmbeachpost.com/localnews/content/north/epaper/2008/07/13/c1b_turtlelights_0714.html
http://www.palmbeachpost.com/localnews/content/north/epaper/2008/07/13/c1b_turtlelights_0714.html
http://www.palmbeachpost.com/localnews/content/north/epaper/2008/07/13/c1b_turtlelights_0714.html


Page 3 Volume 1 Issue 3 

Sections Event Calendar 
Please send events, presentations, awards, dates of council hearings, or trade shows to Nite-Net  

October 2008 Child Health Month, Computer Learning Month, International Walk to School Month 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 World Animal Day 

World Space Week 4

-10 

5  6 Balkan Light 

2008, 6th thru the 

10th, Slovenia 

7 8 Canadian 

Thanksgiving Day 

9 10 World Space 

Week end. 

11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 Electricity Day 20 21 Incandescent 

Lamp Demonstrated 

1879 

22 23 24 United Nations 

Day 

25 Make a difference 

Day, U.S. 

26 27 28 29 30 31 Halloween  

September 2008 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 Labor Day, U.S. 

Intõl Dark Sky 

Camp, Lastovo, 

2 3 CIE Annual 

Meeting 8-30 thru  

9-3, Helsinki, 

4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 Intõl Day of Peace 19 20 

21 22 Hoodie Hoo Day 

South of the 

Equator 

23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

Thomas Edison  



IDA Texas is working with city leaders in San Antonio 

to protect a local military base (Camp Bullis) which is 

threatening to pull out because of light pollution.  The 
problem is that development has surrounded the 

installation and the bright lights are hampering night 
time training missions.  So far, light pollution 

reduction is going well and we have put some 

restrictive rules in place around the base. 

Several members are working on getting Alpine, TX 
(west Texas area) to become an official dark-sky 

community. They are working on an application and 

are working on drawing support from local leaders 

and citizens.  So far it sounds promising.   

The Houston area is working, as always, to protect the 
George Observatory from light encroachment from 

nearby Houston. Unfortunately, many developers are 

attempting to break apart the Ft. 

Bend county ordinance that was 

passed several years ago and that 
is considered the best lighting 

ordinance in the country.  We will 
see what happens there.  However, 

the word is the city beat up a big-box store pretty bad, so they are 

on the right track. 
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Texas is Working Hard by Benjamin Jones 

George Observatory, Houston TX 
http://www.hmns.org/see_do/george_observatory.asp 

The Alamo, San Antonio TX 

òPlease thank the editor of the August e-News for several useful articles, including two 
regarding ordinances in the City of San Luis Obispo and Kern County.  These counties abut 
Santa Barbara County.  Iõve been corresponding with Kern River Valley leaders about work 
they are doing to get a countywide ordinance which will help in unincorporated areas of the 
county.  I will contact planners in San Luis Obispo to learn if there is any way we can help 
there as some citizens see no need for an ordinance in their city of 44,000. Clearly, this 
reflects a need for more education..ó 
Nancy Emerson  

Section Leader  

IDA Santa Barbara, CA, USA  

Planning & Zoning Begins at 

the Westport YMCA 

 

Westport, CT is reviewing the 
application for a 102,000 

square foot Family Y center.  In 

July, Leo Smith, IDA Board 

member, attended the planning 

meeting to discuss the effects 
of the lighting plan for the 

facility.  He pointed out to them 

that the current plan would 

negatively impact the night sky 

around the Y.   

 

True to IDAõs mission, Leo 

provided ideas for solutions to 

these issues.  He advised them 

to reduce the number of lights 

from 24 to 18 fixtures and use 
shielding on those fixtures.  

Further suggestions included 
using motion detectors to 
further reduce costs and 

lighting impact. Some 
objections were that the lights 

would be turning off and on all 

night long.  Leo then informed 

them, òmotion sensors can be 

set to keep the lights on for 16 

minutes to limit the frequency 

of the lights going on and off.ó 

 
Though the building has other 

environmental issues as well, 
this shows a great example of 
the education process that 

needs to be established.  Thank 
you, Leo, for your hard work. 

Connecticut, USA  Section 

Sections Networking in Action 
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REMINDERS! 

IYA 2009 is fast 

approaching and we still 

need your help.  A 6 minute 

video from an IDA member 

would be a great addition to 

IYA 2009  and wonderful 

exposure for IDA all across 

the astronomy world.  ttp://

astronomy2009.us/ 

Do you need a display 

board?  IDA has two 

displays for you to use.  Go 

to the IDA Web site and 

click on the Education tab, 

then click on IDA displays.  

You will see two options. 

One is a PDF file that you 

can print for yourself, cut 

and arrange as you wish. 

The other is information on 

how to borrow the traveling 

display and the costs 

involved. 

 

Check the IDA Home Page, 

we update it daily.  There is 

a great graphic on there 

about light pollution.  

 

Proposed Energy Star LED Street Light Criteria Promote Dark Skies 
By Rowena Davis 

The International Dark-Sky 

Association is pleased to 

announce the inclusion of 

specifications calling for 

the full shielding of solid 

state lighting (LED) 

luminaire street lights in 

the proposed criteria for 

the federal efficiency 

program Energy Star.  If 

passed, the pending 

requirements, released 

August 20, 2008 by the 

U.S. Department of Energy 

(DOE), in conjunction with 

the Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA), 

will have a major impact 

on the design and 

marketability of all future 

LED street lights.  These 

criteria are the result of 

input gathered at a series 

of DOE sponsored 

workshops, attended by 

IDA Technical Advisor Pete 

Strasser, who emphasized 

to officials the necessity of 

a fully shielded luminaire 

design.   

 

In the category of outdoor 

pole/arm mounted area 

and roadway luminaries 

(outdoor street and public 

lighting), the guidelines 

propose that the òluminaire 

shall deliver 100% of total 

lumens within the 0ºð90º 

zone, with a maximum of 

10% of total lumens 

delivered within the 80ºñ

90º zone (bilaterally 

symmetrical).ó 

 

In lay terms, these 

specifications mean that 

the requirements for how 

the light is directed in each 

luminaire meet IDA 

standards for total dark sky 

compliance.  Energy Starõs 

consideration of this 

standard for LED street 

lights signals official 

recognition of the 

environmentally positive 

capabilities of fully 

shielded light fixtures and 

helps to ensure that future 

public LED fixtures will be 

both energy efficient and 

dark sky friendly. 

 

How can you help? 

These criteria have not 

been formalized.  In 

accordance with 

government policy, the 

proposed standards will 

undergo a 60 day public 

review before they are 

officially adopted as 2009 

Energy Star criteria.  

Please help IDA save both 

energy and starscapes by 

encouraging the DOE to 

confirm this breakthrough 

efficiency requirement.   

 

Address emails to 

ssl@energystar.gov and 

inform Energy Star that 

requirements on how to 

direct the light are as 

important as the typical 

efficiency calculation of 

lumens per watt.  All 

comments received will be 

posted on the Energy Star 

Web site unless specifically 

requested otherwise.   

Direct action by IDA 

supporters has had a 

tremendous impact in 

gaining attention and 

support for past endeavors.  

Please let Energy Star 

know that you strongly 

favor the acceptance of the 

cr4iteria for the full 

shielding of LED street 

lights.   

 

Please forward this 

information to all of your 

members within your 

Section.  This is a great 

cause to engage or re-

engage your volunteers. 

Thank you for your support 

of IDA. 

 

òIt is encouraging to 

see that the DOE rec-

ognizes lumen distri-

bution as part of a 

luminaries' efficiency, 

not just lumens per 

watt,ó 
Scott Davis 

IDA 

Technical Advisor 
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IDAõs Mission:  

To preserve and protect the 

nighttime environment and our 

heritage of dark skies through 

quality outdoor lighting. 

Net Flashes 

Take a 3 Minute Vacation:    
Who couldnõt use a vacation 

once in a while? Take some time 
each day to make a difference 

for yourself and others.  Listen 
to your favorite song, 

uninterrupted, serve cookies 

before a meeting, or write a 
note to someone.  For more 

ideas visit the Blue Avocado Web 
site at www.blueavocado.org.  

 

Bipartisan Congressional 

Letter: If you havenõt seen it yet, 

go to the IDA home page on our 
Web site at www.darkksy.org 

and read the letter sent to the 
EPA.  It is signed by 11 members 

of Congress asking for the EPA 

to recognize light pollution as a 
pollutant. 

 

National Geographic Magazine: 
will be featuring IDA in an 

upcoming issue on light 
pollution.  The tentative 

publication date is the November 
issue.  Our own Pete Strasser, 

Technical Advisor, is a 
contributing editor for the story.  

Good work Pete! 

 

IDA Interviewed Again: 

Please Explain òLight Pollutionó 
On August 10th, Pete Strasser 

was interviewed, live on WNYCõs 

òThe Leonard Lopate Show.ó   
This õPlease Explainó segment  

can be heard www.darksky.org 
on the home page. 

 

Urban Conservation Report:  
A report titled òA Place for 

People and Wildlife: 
Conservation in Urban Areas.ó It 

mentions light pollution in the 
second paragraph, but it is a 

good over all description of how 
to incorporate wildlife 

conservation in urban areas.  It 
will be a good reference report. 

http://www.dfw.state.or.us/

conservationstrategy/
document_pdf/b-

statewide_3.pdf 
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Never Pass up an Opportunity to ñAskò for a Membership 
 
When you go out to trade shows, conferences, or speak with 
students/civic groups, do you mention membership?  Chances are 
you donôt, maybe because you donôt feel comfortable about asking 
for money.  You donôt have to feel shy about asking. Here are a 
couple of things to keep in mind next time someone says, ñwhat an 
interesting organization you work with.ò 
 
Remember you are not asking for their money, you are asking them 
to support natural skies and all that goes with that.  Membership in 
IDA gives them an opportunity to help, itôs not taking their money. 
 
Do you take lots of membership forms with you? No? Tsk Tsk!  Go 
to the ñJoin Nowò section of the IDA Web site  
http://www.darksky.org/mc/page.do?sitePageId=55055&orgId=idsa 
Click on membership form and print some out to always have them 
with you.  Having the form will help with the asking. 
 
People want to belong, be a part of a team, your team, so sign óem 
up.  They like you, they like the program, a win-win match. 
Sometimes itôs not easy to ask, but it is so rewarding when they say 
yes.  
 
Johanna 

Bob Austin talks with Rajiv and Priya Bendale about 
membership in SDAA, and they decided to join the club 

right then and there. Welcome aboard!  
Photo courtesy of Alice Harvey 


